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rch papers at conferences such as EGIS and the International
Symposa o Spaua Date Handing adivews s st of inilectua and slentifc
questions which go well beyond the limited technical capabilities of current
technology n geographical information sysems. This paper reviews the topics

ospect for
academy than the dev:lopmenl of technical capabilities. This paper reviews m
current state of research in a sfics of key areas and speculatcs on why progress

Computer &A= — A Society significant potential in this area of rescarch.
1. Introduction
i long way in the
(From: Longley et al. 2005, past decade. Major research and training programmes have been established in a
p. 29, Fig. 1.18) number of countries, new applications have been found, new products have appeared

from an industry which continues to expand at a spectacular rate, dramatic
improvement continues in the capabilities of platforms, and new significant data sets
have become available. It is tempting to say that GIS research, and the meetings at
‘which this rescarch is featured, are simply a part of this much larger enthusiasm and
excitement, but there ought to be more (o it than that.
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- Spatial Thinking
- Spatial Ability
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